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1. Choose one bank note. Look closely at it and find the following:

Denomination (amount)

Year of issue

Portrait subject

Symbols

Colours

Themes

2. Choose one portrait subject to research. Think about their historical significance.

Portrait subject

Eligibility
The person:
• is a Canadian (by birth or naturalization).
• has demonstrated outstanding leadership,

achievement or distinction in any field,
benefiting the people of Canada or in the
service of Canada.

• has been deceased for at least 25 years.
• is not a fictional character

Significance 
The person:
• has broken or overcome barriers,
• is inspirational,
• has made a significant change, and
• has left a lasting legacy.
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Symbol Significance 
The symbols or images:

• promote Canada and Canadians -
our values, culture, history, traditions,
achievements and/or natural
heritage;

• are clearly identifiable as Canadian
through the use of symbols, words or
images;

• are meaningful to Canadians today
and for years to come; and

• evoke pride and confidence in
Canada.

How has the significance of 
this symbol changed or stayed 
the same since the bank note’s 
release?




