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Bank notes are returned to the 

Bank of Canada and shredded. 

They are melted into small plastic 

pellets along with other plastic to 

create park benches, etc. 

The polymer is made using petrochemicals 

in Australia. Rolls of the polymer sheets are 

then shipped to the printer in Canada. 

The printers in Ottawa 

apply additional security 

features and specialized 

inks using large machines 

and engraved plates. 

The bank notes are 

packaged in plastic and 

stored at warehouses until 

shipment. 

People withdraw the bank 

notes from banks and 

ATMs. The notes move 

between customers and 

merchants via ATMs, which 

use energy to run. 

The Bank transports the notes by 

armoured cars and airplanes to 

distribution centres. Notes are then 

sent to commercial banks. 
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Use the diagram to draft 1 or 2 
questions you could ask for each of 
the stages of a life cycle assessment. 
Later, you will answer these questions 
to explain each stage. 
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